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THEPOWER
OF
THEPRINTED
PAGE

It would be
difficult to overestimate
the power of the press, for
causes both good and evil. Many
have foolishly enlisted in Satan's army due
to the damaging, damning influence of false
or filthy literature. We understand that Communism spends many millions of dollars
each year in propagating their repugnant
propaganda, and that the larger share of their
inculcations is circulated by means of the
printed page. We do not doubt for a minute
that Satan is busy behind many a press.
H the sons of Satan abuse the press in their
efforts to deceive and damn, should not the
children of God use the same medium to
further the cause of Christ, the greatest cause
on earth?

Unlike the spoken word, the written message
lives on to be read and reread, viewed and reviewed over and over again. Whereas the
uttered word, unless mechanically preserved,
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will fade into oblivion, the written word may
be of benefit for years to come.
The printed page never flinches, never
backs down when attacked, never tires, and
never becomes discouraged. The printed page
requires no meeting place, still travels rather
cheaply, works while we sleep, and never
loses its temper in a momentary fit of rage.
The printed page is a visitor which gets inside
a man's home and stays there. It always
catches a man at the right time when he's in
the right mood, for it speaks to him only when
he decides to read it. Indeed, as someone has
said, "A drop of ink may make a million
think." Over four hundred years ago Martin
Luther proclaimed, "We must throw the
printer's inkpot at the devil."
Yes, we believe in good, Christian literature.
One rarely rises higher than the level of his
reading. The most secure and stable homes we
have seen have without exception been those
homes which contained, made available, and
made use of wholesome, gospel reading
matter. Books, periodicals, tracts, articles
and bulletins will do much and lasting good if
we will but read them, support them, promote
them, and use them.
BULLETIN
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From The
Editor • • •

Last year my wife and I set out a
strawberry bed in a portion of our
garden. The other morning we were up
early picking and enjoying the fruits of
our labor. I remarked to my wife that
these were the biggest and best strawberries I had ever seen anywhere or at
anytime. We both laughed and reflected
that that same remark made before
most anyone else would have been
taken as bragging.

But why must we maintain a false
modesty? Why can't we say what we
really feel? Someone says "You did a
great job" and we say, "Oh, I don't
know, pretty good I guess." Why don't
we say what we feel, "I think I did a
great job I''
As my wife and I talked about the
matter we concluded that false modesty
is the result of not feeling secure with
the people we are around. There isn't
the assurance of enough love to allow

RIGHT
ORWRONG
- HOWCANI KNOW?
Is there any way I can be sure whether an
act is right or wrong? Is it right because it
appears to be? Because someone told me it is
not wrong? Because my friends are doing it?
Here are some rules for determining just what
is right for us to do?

total honesty. But with our family,
where we feel total love and acceptance,
we can say, "I think I look pretty sharp
in these pants" or "I have the nicest
looking lawn in the neighborhood.''
Now, let's talk about our spiritual
family, the church. We should feel the
ultimate of love and security among our
brothers and sisters in Christ. But do
we? Can we really be ourselves? Paul
seemed to have no problem with it.
He wasn't embarrassed to tell his
brethren at Corinth to follow him and
they would be assured of heaven (I Cor.
11:1). He could write Timothy exactly
how he felt: ''/ have fought a good
fight ... / have kept the faith" (II Tim.
3:7). He knew the brethren loved him.
He felt secure with them. He could be
himself.
Let's work to make the body of Christ
so secured with love that we can be ourselves without facades, that we can tell
of our spiritual growth and victories
without inhibitions.
•'Peace be with you all that are in
Christ Jesus'' I Pet. 5:14.
-JMS

5. Will it bring reproach upon the church?
6. Does it violate my conscience and leave
me with a guilt feeling? (Please read Rom.
14:23)
7. Is it harmful to my spiritual growth?
8. Will it cause others to stumble?

1. Is it specifically condemned in the Bible?
If so, is it wrong?

9. Would it be all right for every Christian to
do it?

2. Is it among the "such like" in Gal. 5:21?

10. Would I mind if Christ saw what I was
doing?

3. Will it hurt or harm me or my name?
4. Will it lead to something that is wrong?
AUGUST 1983

William Wilder
West 7th St. Bulletin
Columbia, TN

PAGE4

•

•
From

Our

Mailbox.

• •

BULLETIN
DIGEST

•'/ have enjoyed the Bulletin Digest so
much. I would like to subscribe to it
for some friends of ours... I am secretary for the Southwest ch_urch of
Christ. We use from the Bulletin
frequently. Thanks for publishing a
magazine of that caliber. •• -Clara
White, Ada, OK.

•'/ have thoroughly enjoyed the 'Bulletin Digest·. I wish everyone could receive a copy of it. •• -Dorris Barnes,
Nashville, TN. (Ed. note: We wish
everyone could too. However, this subscriber has done more than just wish.
In the last month he has sent TWENTYFOUR subscriptions as gifts to various
people. We deeply appreciate this.
Actions like this encourage us so much
in the work we're trying to do for the
cause of Christ. -JMS)
•'Recently while attending a meeting in
Kenton, Ohio I was given two copies of
Bulletin Digest and was impressed with
the quality of the material they contained. Please enter my subscription.
Check for $7.00 enclosed."
-Ralph
Shaver, West Mansfield, OH.

•
•

•

CHEER UP!

another stone on which to step.

It was Waldo Emerson who said, "There is
a solution to every problem, and the soul's
highest duty is to be of good cheer.'' If a problem can be stated, it can be solved! "Cheer
up" is not by-passing the problem but the first
step toward solving it. Jesus shouted to the
disciples in the midst of the storm, •'Be of
good cheer; it is I; be not afraid, •' (Matt.
14:27).

3. Think of one person that is glad that
you're alive.

Let me suggest several ways for you to be
cheerful:
1. Think of all the reasons in your life you
have to be cheerful about. It's not all bad.
Make a list of the things for which you are
most grateful.
2. Remember the worst thing that ever
happened to you. You lived through it; ask
yourself how. Find the answer and you have

4. Go to the Bible and find those 365 "fear
nots"-one for every day of the year.
5. Above all, remember that God loves you!
Christians have been caricatured by cartoonists as grim and pessimistic figures
mulling over the terrible condition of the
world. That is a devil's lie! Christians do not
go about moaning, "Look what the world is
coming to!" but rather they shout with joy,
''Look what has come into the world!''
Watch your attitude.
"Cheer up!"

And by all means,

Douglas F. Parsons
via Chandler St. Bulletin
Kilgore, TX
BULLETIN DIGEST
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PEANUT
BUTTER
AND
JELLY
SANDWICH
A few days ago the telephone rang and a
little voice on the other end of the line asked,
"How do you make a peanut butter and jelly
sandwich?"
Curious, I questioned, "Who is this?"
The little voice, more hesitant and ill-at-ease
than ever, answered, "I guess I got the wrong
number."
"Well, would you like to know how to make a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich anyway?"
When I walked away from the telephone it
was with a deep sense of sadness. All across
our country, how many alone little children are
getting off the school bus and letting themselves into an empty house, to take care of
themselves until their mother comes home
from work? How many hours do they spend
in loneliness, without the security of an adult
over them?
In our neighborhood there is a little boy who
is now ten and his sister is four. Tad has been
the frequent babysitter for Susie since she
learned how to walk well enough to tag along
behind him. They are children of the neighborhood, playing in this yard and then in
that one, coming in on cold or bad days to
watch television or to play. No, no heartstopping catastrophy has come them yet.
The tragedy is more subtle in its happening,
so that it will bring no calamitous warning to
put a stop to its development. And one d~y
Tad and Susie will likely have taken their
places among the many teenagers in our
country who have problems too great for
anybody to handle.
Why is it that alcoholism has multiplied
among American teenagers? Why has dope
become the cloak for insecurity, unhappiness,
and lack of faith and conviction? Why does the
AUGUST 1983

United States Army say that 10% of the young
men in America are not emotionally stable
enough to be in the military? Why has crimethe most violent kinds of crime-increased so
rapidly among teenagers in our country?
And why are teenagers deciding in an alarming
number of cases that suicide is the only answer
to their overwhelming problems?
And when these cries become full-blown
and must be dealt with, why are there no lines
of communication between parents and
children? Why? Because humans do not have
behavior patterns by instinct, nor as a whole
do they inherit problems through genes.
Children, beginning at the earliest years,
learn how to think and act and live, building
day after day into the kind of adults they will
be. But any learning process requires a teacher, and so if they are to develop int~ young
adults who are well-mannered and considerate,
people who are self-confident and secure, they
must be taught these through careful day-byday building on the part of their parents. No
child can teach himself what he does not know.
He is entirely dependent on his parents for this
crucial guidance in forming his life.
Statistics show that a very tiny percentage of
children in the States will grow up with the
double blessing of having both parents together and of having a mother at home during
those years of maturing. The ratio between the
growth of problems and the decreasing parenting should tell us something, if we really want
to learn.
How important are our children to us? Important enough to work together to be the
father and mother they need? Important
enough to perhaps deny ourselves some of the
luxuries a second income would bring, in order
to be there to console hurts, to make peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches, to teach faith in
God, to love away insecurities?
What are we willing to sacrifice in order not
to make sacrifices of our children?
Betty Burton Choate
via Caruthersville, MO
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MIXED TOGETHER
••... all things work together for good to them
that love God ... •• (Romans 8:28)

When painful things come how can we conclude that they are good? When severe reversals hammer at us how can we believe they are
good? Is it true that all things are good for the
person who loves God?
No! Many things happen which are not
good. This much-loved text does not say
everything that happens to us is good. It says
all things •'work together'' for good for the
lover of God. God can mix trying circumstances into eventual blessings.
Have you ever watched your wife make a
cake? She sifts some flour. Flour is dry and unappetizing. Then she adds a cup of sour
milk. Yuk! Then plop! She drops in a raw
egg. By this time you may not be too sure if
you like cake.
She adds the remammg ingredients and
pops it into the oven. At dinnertime there it
is-a
beautiful cake. Delicious! A second
piece, please.
How can it be? There's not one of those
ingredients you'd be willing to eat by itself.
But mixed together they form a tasty, nourishing delight.
In every life, even the deeply committed
ones, there are tasteless times when life is
as uninviting as a cup of flour. And there are
even a few raw deals when mistreatment
comes. But God can take these experiences,
permit us to endure the oven of affliction,
and come out with a sweet and beautiful
result.
Don't pass judgment on God until the final
results are in. He will make good his promise.
All the unpleasant and uninviting things of
life he has the power to "mix" until blessings
come.
Joe R. Barnett
BULLETIN
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via Open Door Bulletin
Rochester, IN

What
Time
Is It?
We are ruled by watches. They tell us when
to get up, when to go to work, when to eat,
when to play, what time all our appointments
are. And we are always running behind time.
Constantly, the question seems to be "what
time is it?''
Well, what time is it, really? God's Word
says it is "time to wake up" (Rom. 11);
"time to become teachers"
(Heb. 5:12);
that life is a mist that appears •'for a little
time" (James 4:14), and that we must "redeem the time because the days are evil"
(Eph. 5:16).
It is true, we waste a lot of time. I'd say
it is Time to count our blessings. Realize what
an abundance of them we have. Understand
they all come from God (James 1:17). And say
with David, •'How can I repay the Lord for
all his goodness to me?" (Ps. 116:12).
It is time to love! V se those magical three
words, "I love you". Especially tell it to your
mate, kids and parents. Show it with your
life. Let it overflow to your Lord. Show it to
His Church. All sins and violations against
the Law of God are wound up in failures to
love.
It is time to respond to Jesus. •'Now is the
time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation·· (II Cor. 6:2). Quit taking all of His blessings for granted. Quit living as you please.
Respond to God's goodness, to His gospel.
Be saved, and save others. It's time to get
these things done. It is later than you think!

Marvin Phillips
Garnett Rd. Bulletin
Tulsa, OK
BULLETIN DIGEST
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POINT OF VIEW
When someone takes a long time, he is
slow. When I take a long time, I am thorough.
When another does not do it, he is lazy.
When I do not do it, I am too busy. When the
other fellow overlooks a rule of etiquette, he
is rude. When I bend a few rules, I am original.
Usually we think our way is best. Many of us
have become professional critics while expertly guarding our own shortcomings. It is
a strong temptation to pick at ,the flaws in
others. When we give in to this temptation
we miss the joy of Jesus Christ in loving our
neighbor as ourselves.
AUGUST 1983
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''Do all things without grumbling or
disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent
children of God above reproach in
the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation among whom you appear
as lights in the world. ''
Philippians 2:14

The wisdom and goodness of Jesus Christ
is yours for all occasions. Pray that the God of
mercy will supply all that you need to see Him
glorified in you.

BULLETIN
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Larry Sullivan
Skillman Ave. Bulletin
Dallas, TX
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Blaming God
Early in the novel Shogun a band of European sailors fell into the hands of a fierce
samurai tribe. After days of misery and fear
they were informed to their dismay that the
samurais had decided one of the sailors must
die. The sailors were to pick the man.
European moral traditions gave the men no
basis on which to make such a decision. How
do you pick a comrade to die? Finally one sailor, drawing on his meager Bible knowledge,
suggested, "We'll draw lots. We'll let God
decide."
"Poor God," another seaman commented.
"The stupidities He gets blamed fort"
The man was right. We do give God credit
for way too much. Insurance companies
speak of hail and flood waters and tornadoes
as "acts of God." Devout Christians weep
beside their loved ones' graves and intone
Job'~ mistaken words, "The Lord gave; and
the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of
theLord. ''
"How could God do this to me, preacher?"
one distraught sixty-year-old man asked as
we stood at the foot of the bed where his aged
mother had just died. I doubted that God was
guilty. The Bible plainly says that Satan is
"him who has the power of death," but that
bedside was not the place for a lesson in the
Biblical theology of death.
Why should God get all the credit when I
break my leg on an icy sidewalk or come down
with lumbago? Just what has God done to deserve such bad press? From the very beginning
of the Bible men and women continually sang,
"O, give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. "
"Butfor some reason people forget his goodness
and point fingers of blame toward heaven when
any evil befalls them.
When we are hurting, we need to give God
credit, not for afflicting us but for aiding us.
He is "a very present help in tim'e of trouble,"
the Bible says. ''He is the God of all comfort. ''
ir;:LLETIN
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Gene Shelburne
Anna St. Bulletin
Amarillo, TX

LOVE-DUTY?
I would like to relate a bitter-sweet story I
read recently either in another bulletin or perhaps in a book I was reading a few days ago.
I do not remember it's source exactly, but it
caused me to stop and think. The original
teller of this story was Charles Kuralt. It's
about a happy couple who always raised cucumbers and made sweet pickles together.
The husband just loved to watch things grow.
Thus he spent his winters studying the seed
catalogues to get the best possible cucumbers.
The entire family enjoyed preparing the soil,
planting and caring for the plants. He would
often go out and just enjoy the way they grew.
His wife loved to make sweet pickles. She too
studied the best recipes and the best methods
of preparing and preserving them.
They were such a happy family and all their
visitors went home with a jar of their famous
pickles as well. People marvelled at this
family that had found a project to do together.
Finally, the man died. The next spring all
the children returned home. The said to their
mother, "We know how much you love making
pickles, so we are going to prepare the garden
and plant them for you.'' The mother smiled
and said ''Thanks a lot, children, but you don't
have to do any planting for I really don't enjoy
pickle making. I only did that because your
father loved to grow cucumbers so much."
The children were all amazed, but the youngest son was upset, because the father had
pulled him aside not too long ago and shared
with him that he really didn't like growing
cucumbers, but only did it to please the
mother! I ask, is this a happy or a sad story? I
am not really sure.
In many ways it is happy. They were happy
doing for each other. People enjoyed being
with them. But why is it also sad? Primarily,
because they were not able to share their
changing needs and joys with each other.
Instead of growing they stagnated the performance of what they thought were their
duties to each other. You draw your own conclusions.
Leonard Brimberry
Highland Village Bulletin
Austin, TX
BULLETIN DIGEST
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THESEVENAGESOF
THEMARRIEDCOLD
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An article by this title appeared in the
Saturday Evening Post several years ago.
It reveals a sequence of actions where a husband reacted to his wife's colds during seven
years of marriage:
1st year cold: The husband said, '' Sugar
dumpling. I'm really worried about my baby
girl! You've got a bad sniffle and there's no
telling about these things with all the strep
going around. I'm putting you in the hospital
this afternoon for a general check-up and a
good rest. I know the food is lousy there, so
I'll be bringing you food from Tosini's. I've
already got it all arranged with the floor superintendent.''
2nd year cold: "Listen, darling. I don't like
the sound of that cough! I've called Dr. Miller
to rush over here. Now you go to bed like a
good little girl just for Poppa.''
3rd year cold: "Maybe you better lie down,
Honey. Nothing like a little rest when you feel
lousy. I'll bring you something. Do you have
any canned soup?"
4th year cold: Now look dear, be sensible!
After you've fed the kids, washed the dishes
and finished vacuuming, you'd better lie
down.''
5th year cold: "Why don't you take a couple
of aspirin?''
6th year cold: "If you'd just gargle or something. Instead of sitting around barking like
a seal!"
7th year cold: For Pete's sake, stop sneezing! Are you trying to give me pneumonia!?"

How sad!
BULLETIN
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via Church St. Bulletin
Lewisburg, TN
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Mixed Up
No wonder today's teenager gets mixed up.
Half the adults are telling them to "find themselves", and the other half are telling them to
"get lost".

You Never Know How The Newspaper
Will Read
We've all been distressed, at times, In seeing
how our newspaper copy read, after someone
made an "adjustment" or two. One preacher,
whose sermon topics ran In the paper decided
to call In the Information. He didn't know as yet
what his morning topic would be, 10 he told
them to run It: Sermon By Preacher. He seld the
evening topic would be: "The Fool Hath Said
There la No God." By printing time, the lady
answering the phone couldn't remember very
clearly, and It came out In the paper thusly:
Sunday morning - Sermon By Preacher
Sunday evening - What The Fool Saldi

Better Speaker
"He's such a great speaker, I'd rather
hear him speak than eat."
"Me, too. I sat at the head table with him.
I've heard him eat."

I Should Say Not
A preacher asked a very dignified lady at
a weddlng-"Are you a friend of the groom?"
She replled-"1
should say not, I'm the
Bride' a mother."

PAGE 10

selves at the Last Supper, and the three whom
Jesus asked to watch with Him slept instead.

THEM

Please remember this the next time you are
tempted to think you can make it on your own.
If Jesus needed His brethren, do we need one
another any less?
BULLETIN

There is a side of Jesus' personality that we
have perhaps overlooked, and if we could come
to see it more clearly we would learn to appreciate and love Him much more than we do now.
The night of Jesus' arrest He was under an
emotional strain so intense that we can hardly
imagine it. His ability to see the future only
added to His anxiety-He could see what was
coming, and He dreaded it. It was during this
traumatic time that His tortured spirit reached
out for all the help that Heaven could give.
But what is particularly moving is this:
Jesus expressed His need for His disciples'
companionship and support during His darkest
hour. He needed them!
And when the hour came, he sat at table,
And the apostles with him.
And he said to them,
"I have earnestly desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer .... "
(Luke 22:14-15 RSV)
Then he said to them, '' My soul is very
sorrowful,
Even to death;
Remain here, and watch with me."
And he came to the disciples
And found them sleeping;
And he said to Peter,
'' So could you not watch with me one
hour?"
(Matt. 26:38,40 RSV)
Imagine it! Jesus, the Lord of all creation,
deeply felt the need to have His disciples with
Him that night.
He needed them! They had difficulty understanding this: they quarreled among them-

DIGEST
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David Gibson
Commerce, TX

A Dad And His Lad
One morning my small son said to me at
breakfast, "Daddy, may I read to you? I got
nine out of ten for reading at school yesterday."
"Very good," said I, hardly glancing from
my paper. "May I?" "Eh? May you what?"
I demanded-being
in haste, and wishful to
glance over the news and finish breakfast in
next to no time. "May I read to you?" "Well,
not now, son! There's no time." So off I went
to catch a bus. Home that evening, I told my
little son that I would listen to his reading as
soon as I had had my supper. But somebody
called, and I had to see him. And then somebody else called, and I had to engage him.
And finally, I went into my son's bedroom, and
found him fast asleep, his cheeks wet with
tears, a school reader open on the bed.
Thus, through his bitterness, I learned my
lesson-to love him a little more, and myself
a little less.
Author Unknown
via Harrison, AR

THERE IS A VERY GOOD PRACTICAL RULE
to keep us safe. We may allow ourselves to
speak about our erring brothers to men just as
much as we pray for them to God. But if we
pray much for a man, he will surely become too
sacred to be made the amusement of society
or the food of our curiosity or of our pride.
BULLETIN~
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George Adam Smith
via Anna St. Bulletin
Amarillo, TX
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Let Not Man

Put Asunder

··What therefore God hath joined together,
let not man put asunder. ''
Matthew 19:6

It is interesting to me to notice that the word
"man" here is different from "male" and
"female". "Male" and "female" are the specific terms to denote the masculine and the
feminine; but the word "man" here is from the
generic word having to do with man in the
sense of all mankind. We are taught here to
see the contrast between what God has done
and what mankind might attempt to do. Jesus
taught that in the creation of marriage God intended that the male and the female should
have such a union that mankind must not
tamper with it. Mankind must not rise against
that which God has produced. The dissolution
of every marriage, having to do with the
break-up of the home, except by death, ultimately represents the effort of mankind,
either personified in one member or several
members, to destroy that which God has produced. We cannot discuss that dimension of
it, but that is what Jesus taught. And every
home in this world that is destroyed is destroyed because mankind usurps the role and violates the intention and the purpose of God and
destroys what God has created. That makes
divorce wrong. That makes breaking up a home
wrong. That makes destroying what God
united to be wrong. Now the exception is to be
noted, to be sure. But we sometimes get in
such a hurry to get down to the exception that
we do not notice the rule, and the rule is what
we are talking about here.
••... let not man put asunder. '• That word
"asunder" is from an original word which
means "to be of no value, not to matter, to
have no meaning." There are many marriages
AUGUST 1983

today that will never go down to a lawyer's
office or a courtroom and separate, but they
have quit mattering to each other, and they are
violating the very principle that Jesus was
talking about here. For the benefit of the
children or the family or this or that, they will
pretend to be married, and nobody will know;
but God knows, and the couple know. What
they are saying is, "You do not matter to me
anymore. You are not important to me. You
can come, you can go, you can do or not. I do
not care anymore.'' They are putting a marriage "asunder." That is the concept here. It
includes more than that; it includes the overt
break and the going in separate directions, yes;
but the root of it, the start of it, lies at the
point where one thinks and/or says to the
other, "You do not matter anymore. You can
live, you can die, you can come, you can go."
There are homes like that today. They maintain
a facade; they maintain a kind of appearance.
But in their heart of hearts, they no longer
mean it, and that marriage is trembling at
its very foundation.
Jesus taught that God intends the marriage
to be permanent. It is interesting to notice
that '' .... let not man put asunder'' is a present
tense imperative meaning ••Keep on not letting
him.'' Do not let it happen the day after the
marriage. Can you imagine that as a couple
is leaving the church building on the way to
the wedding reception a lawyer meets them
and says, ••All right, are you ready to file for
a divorce?" You think about that for a moment.
Why, you would probably have a fist fight
right on the steps of the meeting house, if you
could get the respective fathers pulled off long
enough. "Let me hit him first! You all get out
of my way, I want him!" What about ten years
later? "Oh, yes, that's all right." What about
forty, fifty? "Oh, my, yes, where do I apply?"
Jesus said, " .... let not man put asunder"keep on not letting man put asunder, the first
day, the fiftieth, the thousandth, the tenthousandth. That is the imperative that God
gave.
William Woodson
via Bennett St. Bulletin
Bossier City, LA
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HERODUS IN VINCULI
Good morning, Herod.
Your reign· has reached its zenith.
Putting James to the sword-that was
masterful.
That Son of Thunder will trouble you
no more.
Putting Peter into prison-great, just
great.
That even pleased the Jews.
And those half-brothers of yours are
hard to please.
Except for those treacherous guards
Peter would now be as silent as James.
Fret not-you'll net that fisherman yet.
And that Phoenician problem! You
solved it superbly.
What an oration! How you sparkled!
Your timing was perfection.
Those Sidonians know a god when they
see one.
Their chant filled the hall.
"The voice of a god," they shouted.
Their thunderous tribute made it your
...finest hour.
Herod, you aren't listening.
Don't you know I came to praise you
too?
Herod ... Herod!
What's eating you, anyway?
Norman Gipson
via Bossier City, LA

LEFT FOR DEAD
During World War I, a group of American
soldiers was fighting against terrific opposition in Europe. Many had been killed in an
area where a quick retreat was becoming a
necessity. Because of time and circumstance,
the bodies of many of the soldiers •were heaped
into a pile awaiting mass burial. As one soldier
passed the mound of bodies, he spotted a
friend down in the heap who had been injured
and left for dead. He pulled the body from the

pile and surveyed the damage. One leg was
nearly shot off. He felt for his pulse and found
none at first-and then, after a moment, he
felt it. It was ever so weak, but it was there.
The time for the withdrawal of the troops
was rapidly approaching, but the buddy took
the time and trouble to carry the limp body to
a place where it could receive medical attention. Several months passed but the soldier
finally was nursed back to health. He received
his medical discharge but he was alive. He
returned home, married, and became an elder
in the church. Today, two of his sons are gospel
preachers, and his four other children are
faithful members of the church. How vast
indeed has been the influence of this one who
was left for dead.
Spiritual Implications
There are many spiritual implications here.
One day when you and I were piled on the
heaps of human souls bound to eternal destruction, the Lord Jesus came along and saw within
us the sign of hope of life. He took the time and
trouble to bring our helpless souls to the place
where they could be nursed and sustained
back to spiritual health. He could have left us
with the dead while He walked the streets of
gold, but because of the great love wherewith
He loved us, He became a servant helping our
needs and hazarding his life to the point of
death on the cross.
There are many today who were once faithful Christians who have been left for dead on
the field of battle. The spark of life may be
ever so faint within them, but it is there.
How they do need a tender hand, a little help,
and a little encouragement. Surely they will do
well just to drag themselves away from the
precipice of disaster. But still, these injured
and tom souls need assistance. IF THEY DO
NOT GET IT FROM US THEY WILL SURELY
DIE.
Maybe there is one somewhere that you have
not given up on. As long as there is life, there
is hope, and one more effort might tum the
tide .. It probably would scare us to know how
many souls we have left for dead that might,
with our love and concern, be won back and
saved eternally.
William Rogers
Flint, MI
BULLETINDIGEST
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church. Quite frankly, that makes about as
much sense as my getting perturbed at George
and hitting John! It just doesn't make sense
at alll

(As you will see, the following two articles
are similar. Together they make an impact.
-editor)

l
J

If YOUAREMADATTHEDOG,
DON'T
KICKTHECAT
A preacher once asked a certain man why he
had just ceased to attend the services. He
replied, "They haven't treated me right over
there." The preacher asked, "Then why don't
you go home and beat your wife?" The startled
backslider gave the preacher a look which
questioned his sanity. "My wife hasn't done
anything against me," he said.

Think about it a long time the next time you
get upset about something some man has done
before you take it out on God. You know,
really you won't be hurting anyone but yourself.
David Roper
via Piggott, AR
,,._,,,._,,,._1,,._r,,_1,,_1,.-,1,_.,,,_.,,._,,._,,,,_,,,....,,._,,,_,,_
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"Well," replied the preacher, "has the
Lord Jesus done anything against you?"
Being peeved at the brethren and forsaking the
Lord is about as logical as being angry with the
dog and kicking the cat. If you don't believe
Christ judges your feeling for Him by the way
you treat the church, then try to explain Acts
9:4 and Matthew 25:40.
Author Unknown
via Van Nuys, CA

TAKINGIT OUTONGOD
Since my folks are school teachers, for years
I have always enjoyed the story of the mother
who brought her child to class and then told
the teacher, "Now Johnny is very sensitive.
So if he gets in trouble, just hit the child
next to him and he will get the idea.''
This always brings a smile to my lips but the
other day I got to thinking if some members of
the church weren't just like the way this
mother told the teacher to be. They get "mad"
at someone or another and then of all things,
•they take it out on God.
To show you what I mean: A man and his
wife have a fuss so they don't come to church.
Or someone gets "mad" at the elders, preacher, or someone else and they "quit" the
AUGUST 1983
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LACK OF WOOD
"For Lack of Wood The Fire Goes Out"
The title and the truths It reveals are found In
Proverbs 26:20-28. The subject matter Is the
'Whisperer'. Solomon says three things about
the gossiper:
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Second: The character of a whisperer

!
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,

First: The contentious man Is to strife what
wood Is to fire. He Is the FUELi The golden
silence of unity Is disrupted by the whispers ,
of a contentious man.
1

Is
not all that It Is cracked up to be. A gossiper
= appears to be gracious and even flattering
to those he hates, but within he Is full of abomlnations. He Is like a plain dirt Jar covered with
the dross from refined silver. That Is, he Is a
I-_ phoney! How sad that everyone knows this but
the whisperer.
i
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Third: The destruction of the contentious
man Is sure. His hatred, deception and his
wickedness will be found out. The principle of
sowing and reaping Is found to be true In this
Instance (Gal. 6:7; Hos. 8:7).

Solomon's words provide us with a key to
dissipate discord and restore the harmony
shattered by whispering: remove the fuel!
Where there Is no wood, where there Is no coal
for the embers the fire goes out. In like manner .
where there Is no whisperer contention quiets
down.
Part of our quest for unity In the local congregations must include the quieting of contentions. Let us determine never to be party to the
whisperers words.

i
i

i
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Mediocre

Excellence?

One professional TV critic wrote in the newspaper of a recent program he had reviewed
that was most disappointing. It was a "Hall of
Fame" production, a name that has come to be
regarded as a synonym for excellence. He
noted that the failure of the show was "magnified by that reputation for excellence." Had
the viewer not come to expect so much from
this particular producer of fine programs,
the contrast of quality would not have been so
glaring.
The critics abound who view the quality of
the Christian. Inasmuch as the world has
every right to expect excellence in those who
wear the Name that is synonymous with
excellence, we must be sure we are approving
the things that are excellent (Philippians
1: 10), having been enriched in everything in
Jesus (I Cor. 1:5).
There's no such thing as "pretty good
excellence" or "mediocre excellence." These ·
are contradictory terms. In the same sense
there are no unChristlike Christians: Christian
means Christlike. "He that sayeth he abideth
in him ought also so to walk, even as He
walked" (I John 2:6).
Isn't, then, a term like "unhappy Christian"
a contradiction? Christ was not unhappy.
The difference is glaring.
How about immodest, wasteful, rebellious,
greedy, lazy, gluttonous,
untrustworthy,
lukewarm, hypocritical, thoughtless ... before
the name Christian? Christ was none of these.
Beware of the unfriendly, barren, ungrateful, disrespectful, grudging, touchy, hardhearted, materialistic, unkind, selfish, proud,
gossiping, discontented, envying, dishonest,
lusting, unsympathetic, contentious, shorttempered, self-centered, irreverent ... Christian, so-called. The adjectives are dead giveaways that we are contradictory of the excellence inherent in Christlikeness.

Anything less than a total dedication to
trying to live as He did is defamation of character. Not that we'll be perfect, but are we content with a false idea of mediocre excellence?
" ... they that are Christ's have crucified
the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit"
(Gal. 5:24,25).

Danny Cline
via Broken Bow, NE
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Gospel Meetings seem to set the stage for
In this "It Really
Happened" feature. Mack E. Wheeler, Sr., ~
who preaches for the church In Llnnvllle, TN.,
sent us this Item which occurred during a recent
Gospel Meeting there.

Uevents such as are reported

~
~
~
~
n

"On Monday night, brother Coker made the
announcements, and called on Austin Holbert
to lead the opening prayer. When the time
came, brother Holbert stood up and was about
to start the prayer when another man by the
name of Austin, who was in the back of the
auditorium, began to pray. Brother Holbert
slowly sat down.
After the service, he said, 'Well, that fellow
wasn't as loud mouthed as I am, but he sure
wasquickeronthedraw•."
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BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE*
NOT THINGS!
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Share with us some amusing or emba"assing incident of a religious nature and if we
print it we 'II give you a six-month's subscription or extension to Bulletin Digest.
Send all items to: Bulletin Digest, N.E.
Star Rt., Box 29A, Anselmo, Ne. 68813.

◄► ◄►

~

..

~
~

.J

* *

BULLETIN DIGEST

PAGE 15

A

A TRIBUTE TO
MORRIS P. LANDISS

Penny

Saved
Depending on your point of view, a penny
has different values. The person who said,
"A penny saved is a penny earned", saw the
potential in a penny when gradually put
together with other pennies. On the other
hand, the man ahead of me in the drive-in
at Del Taco, who dropped two pennies out of
his car window and didn't bother to open his
door to pick them up, would probably agree
with this statement, "a penny saved wouldn't
have bought anything anyway".
What's your view of saving little thingslittle moments of time, little opportunities,
little memories? When God spoke to Elijah in
I Kings 18, God's voice was not to be found in
the whirlwind, or in the earthquake, or in the
fire. God was heard by Elijah in "a wee small
voice".
Jesus said, "let the little children come unto
me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven'·.
He even paused to consider the lily along the
way.
In the final analysis, it will not be how we
spent the years or decades of our lives that
matters. What will matter is how we spent the
seconds and minutes. It really is the little
things, the building blocks of life, that make
the big things meaningful.
BULLETIN
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Paul Thomas
Costa Mesa, CA

THE CHRISTIAN IS NOT RUINED
BY LIVING IN THE WORLD,
BUT BY THE WORLD
LIVING IN HIM.

(Pn"or to his retirement, Morris P. Landiss
was a Professor of English at David Lipscomb
College. Brother Landiss is seriously ill, but
was able to address the student body and
faculty of David Lipscomb recently. We
believe you will be deeply touched by these
excerpts.from that speech. -editor)

When I was in my fourteenth summer I
was buried with my Lord in baptism in the
muddy waters of the Cumberland River.
There came then the realization that God had
sealed me for his own, that he had branded
me, placed his mark upon me, and forever
onward it would be no more I that lived, but
Christ who lived in me.
A few weeks ago I lay in my hospital bed as
my family physician, in the presence of my
surgeon, my wife, son and sister, broke to me
the sad news that I had a terminal malignancy,
that I very likely had only a short time to live.
I did not know then, nor do I know now, how I
was supposed to react to that information.
No one shed tears. My loved ones had wept
already; they had known for almost 24 hours.
It all seemed like a dream. I seemed to be
outside looking in. Surely this was not happening to me. And then I knew what the words
"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"
meant and mean. I knew what "be thou faithful unto death and I will give you the crown of
life" meant.
The whole picture of life fell into place.
Terminal! What is terminal? Merely what
each one of us is born with; merely God's will
for us all. I knew what "Rock of ages cleft for
me" meant-a
closeness to my Lord that
nothing could take away.
To each one of you I commend the future;
and to the future I commend each one of you.
via Hillsboro Bulletin
Nashville, TN
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The Folly
Of
Rehoboam

Rehoboam was the son of Solomon, king of
Jerusalem. Adam Clark spoke of him as a
"poor, unprincipled fool". He came to the
throne at a most critical time in the history of
Israel. His father had reigned with great
wisdom and power. Royalty from the far ends
of the earth had paid tribute to the glory and
grandeur of his reign. The queen of Sheba
said, •'It was a true report that I heard in mine
OW!f.landof thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came,
and mine eyes had seen it. " (I Kings 10:6-7)
Solomon began his reign well; but the end of it
was marked with apostasy, and exorbitant
demands on the people in service and taxes
were intolerable. Solomon did not leave the
kingdom in good condition for his son and
successor.
On becoming king, Rehoboam sought
advice. This was a wise thing to do. There were
men in Israel who could help him to be a better
king. He first took counsel with the old men
who had stood before Solomon. They advised,
' 'If thou wilt be a servant unto this people ...
and speak good words to them, they will be
thy servants forever. ·' (I Kings 12:7) But he
forsook the advice of the old men and sought
the counsel of the young men. ''Thus shalt
thou speak unto them, My little finger is
thicker than my father ·s loins. And now
whereas my father did lade you with a heavy
yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father hath
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise
you with scorpions.·· (I Kings 12:10-11)

Rehoboam gave heed to the young men, his
''brain trust''. The young men ''took over''
in Israel. As a result, the kingdom was divided;
ten tribes left Rehoboam and followed J eroboam. A once united nation was divided
and headed for captivity and ruin. But it might
have been otherwise. If Rehoboam had listened to the advice of the old men and had tried
to be the servant of his people rather than
their dictator, how different the outcome
would have been. Ahl But Rehoboam would
not have any of his young advisers saying he
had gone "soft"; he would begin where his
father quit, in oppressing his people. His
terms would be "hard". Israel paid the price
of his folly and stubborness.
It is a fine thing when young men can work
with old men as Timothy labored with Paul.
The world and the church need the best efforts
of both. ''Young men for action; old men for
wisdom!" It is fine when the energy of the
young can be seasoned with the wisdom of
the old.
BULLETIN
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Temper is what gets most of us into
trouble. Pride is what keeps us there.
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Things Which Make For Peace
In Romans 14:19, Paul exhorts: "So then
let us follow after things which make for peace,
and things whereby we may edify one another. •• Every local church needs these words
today, as the church at Rome needed them
originally. Likewise, all across the world these
words need to be heard in relations between
brethren. We all know that Paul was no doctrinal or moral compromiser, so to begin with,
let us understand that he is not urging a
"peace at any price" philosophy. He is rather
striving to help us overcome the petty, immature personality traits that unnecessarily
cause division among brethren from time to
time.
Paul's exhortation implies that there are
some things that destroy peace:
1. A desire to have one's own way at whatever cost. ''As coals are to hot embers, and
wood to fire, so is a contentious man to inflame
strife·· (Proverbs 26:21). Only babies constantly contend for their own way;
2. A spirit of vengeance. How many times
the peace of a church has been destroyed by
some brother or sister who is determined to
"get even," only eternity will reveal. Paul
urges, "Render to no man evil for evil ...
Avenge not yourselves ... I will recompense
saith the Lord" (Romans 12:17,19);
3. A dictator-despot attitude that desires to
rule the church or ruin it. Diotrephes was
sharply condemned for seeking to rule his
brethren (III John 9). Such destroys peace;
4. A tendency to ask foolish questions. Some
people seek to display their wisdom through
questions or problems they pose, when really
they only display ignorance. ''Foolish and
ignorant questions refuse, knowing that they
gender strifes'' (II Timothy 2:23);
5. A murmuring spirit. The chronic complainer can never be pleased and will only

discourage others and incite them to fuss and
complain. "Do all thing without murmurings
and questionings"
(Philemon 2: 14). Such
elements cause constant trouble.
There are some outstanding traits that will
help maintain peace among brethren:
1. A conscious effort to live peacefully.
''Giving diligence to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace'' (Ephesians 4:3);
2. A total surrender to the authority of
Christ. ''And whatsoever ye do, in word or in
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus''
(Colossians 3: 17)
3. An earnest attempt to treat others like
we want them to treat us (Matthew 7:12);
4. A forgiving spirit. ''If he repent, forgive
him" (Luke 17:3). Remember, Jesus said,
''Blessed are the peacemakers''
(Matthew
5:9).
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Dub McClish
via Oakroad Bulletin
Fairmont, WV

MOTHER'S ROCKING CHAIR
Let me tell you about an old chair that symbolizes greatness in child training. It was
mother's rocking chair. It had to have rockers
because she had so many cares and troubles
to soothe.
There the children sobbed out their hurts
and worries. There advice was given. There
character was developed. There nobler aspirations were born. There sympathy was extended. There assurance held sway. There
sleep was more inviting than in bed.
It was a combination nursery, pulpit, classroom, lecture hall, library and study room.
Whatever it was, we desperately need it today,
squeak and all, for even the squeak was
music-music to the heart.
BULLETIN~
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via Whiterock Bulletin
Dallas, TX
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In describing the resurrection Paul used a
figure that would be understood by anyone who
has planted seeds and had them grow. Though
the seeds were put into the ground, covered
up and left, you never thought of these as being
"buried"
but rather as being "sown".
So,
four times in I Corinthians 15:42-44 Paul uses
the term "sown" to describe what takes place
with the body. So, as you go to the cemetery,
bury your loved one and leave them, remember
they are not buried, but sown.
The body is sown in weakness, but raised in
power. It's planted a natural body, but raised
a spiritual body. Praise God for H Is marvelous
plan.
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Dick Marcear
via Corsicana, TX

THE TONGUE
•'Even so the tongue is a little member and
boasteth great things. Behold how great a
matter a little fire kindleth. And the tongue
is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue
among our members, that it defileth the whole
body, and setteth on fire the course of nature:
and it is set on.fire of hell."
James 3:6-7

To a serpent the tongue is an instant recorder
of cold, heat, smell and vibration. To the
cat family the tongue is many things, and a
cleaner as well. The tongue of a twenty year
old blue whale must be indeed a mouth-full.
It is more than six thousand pounds in weight.
That's right-about the weight of a full grown
elephant.
We are warned as the children of God to
keep a tight control upon our tongues. Words
spoken cannot be recalled and unspoken. A
lie or words of slander toward a brother or
sister is a serious offence. It is so easy for us to
speak in a reckless manner, and so difficult
to undo the damage of hurt feelings and
wounded souls.
Our Lord was so completely in control of
Himself that it was never necessary for Him
to make apology for something said in a
moment of haste or anger. His wonderful
example shows that we are to use our abilities
to help and heal. .. and never to hurt and
hinder.
There is an easy way to guard our speech
and set a watch upon our tongues. The key to
this understanding is found in Matthew 12:34.
•·... out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh. '' In other words, if your
thoughts are right, your words will be right
also.
BULLETIN
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The tongue of a human being is a strange
muscle. It is really much more than this.
It is a muscle with many muscles within it.
These inward muscles run in all directions,
making it possible for the tongue to be thick
in the back and thin in front, or thick in the
center and thin on the edges. The tongue is
very important in taste, speech, and food
in-take. The skin on the tongue is actually
four different protective coatings, suited for
the many functions the tongue is to perform.
Animals use the tongue in many ways. To
the hummingbird it is a straw. To the horned
toad it is a catcher, and a fast one at that.
AUGUST 1983
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IA BUMPERSTICKERRELIGION!!Did You Know ...
We live in a very shallow and superficial
world. The depth of most committment is
merely 'til the new product comes along.
So many want minimum involvement and
minute made philosophy. Slogan's are deceiving! They give the illusion of thinking
without the reality of having done so.
The Church has grown weak on thirty minute
conversion methods, and equating our work for
the Lord's Church only through an involvement
in programs. Spiritual dwarfs are produced by
pigmitized teaching methods.
It took our Saviour three years to instruct
His disciples. Timothy was told to continue to
study to be approved. This familiar statement
from a song we often sing states it well:
"Take Time To Be Holy." T.V. dinners are
bland and tasteless-so are half-baked Christia1fs. Time for study, prayer, and meditation
gives the Christian his spiritual muscle. The
years have seen so many crutches presented to
the Church! Short cuts to study, personal
evangelism, etc. and yet we have failed to
admit the one thing a crutch implies-we are
now crippled! A six month old Christian who
doesn't know God's Word well is a babe in
Christ. A twenty year old veteran in the Church
who doesn't know God's Word well is a
disgrace!
Floyd C. Johnson
Huntington Park Bulletin
Shreveport, LA

SINGLE FILE
It's unbelievable, but if all the unsaved
people in the world were to line up single file
at your front door, the line would reach around
the world 30 times. And horror of horrors!
This line would grow by twenty miles each
day! If you were to drive 50 miles an hour for
10 hours a day, it would take you'4 years and
40 days to get to the end of this line of lost
souls. And by then it would have grown by
30,000 miles.
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That there are 919 chapters in the Old Testament and that there are 23,545 verses of
scripture in the Old Testament and that there
are 603,584 words in the Old Testament.
That in the New Testament there are 260
chapters with 7,956 verses and 170,551 words.
In the whole Bible, both the Old Testament
and the New Testament, there are 1,179
chapters, 31,501 verses and there are 773,135
words.
SO...... I!!!! One who reads 100 words a
minute (probably about the average) would
take 7,731 minutes and 20 seconds to read
the Bible through; or 128 hours and 30 minutes
...... or sixteen days containing 8 hours of
reading a day.
One who would depend upon hearing the
Bible taught in class and in preaching services,
using 10 verses per session would have to
attend every service for 27 years to get through
the Bible one time. This even if the teacher
taught and preached it in that sequence. He
who attends on the average of once a week
would have to attend for 60 and one half years
..... .If the man missed his class 10 times a
year he would have to extend 6 months to
his time ...... the once a weeker would have to
add 6 years.
Of course, this is theoretical, however,
since the preacher nor the teacher stays to
such schedule the person who depends upon
the class and the preaching for his knowledge
of the Bible can never cover the Bible in a
lifetime.
WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT? WE CAN
BE A DAILY BIBLE READER!
BULLETIN~
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A SHOCKING

HONESTY

I didn't catch the young boy's name. I
suppose no one will ever remember him, but
what he did warmed our hearts for a moment.
It took place in the National Spelling Bee
contest in Washington last week. As the pressure grew and as the number of contestants
dwindled one by one, a young man stepped
up to the microphone. The word was called
out, and under the glaring lights, before the
huge throng, the youngster slowly spelled out
the assigned word. "Right!" the judge said,
and so the boy took his place back in line for
the next round. As he stood there, the pressure
off a moment, he began thinking about the
word and how he had spelled it. Knowing that
something was wrong he stood it as long as he
could, then stepped up to the microphone
again and announced that he had, in fact,
misspelled the word he had been given. By
his own admission, the boy had been wrong
and was thus disqualified-though
no one
had caught it! He was out of the competition,
but it was said that the longest and loudest
standing ovation was given to this "loser"
who was, in reality, a winner.
Honesty-what a beautiful and refreshing
trait! It enables those who have it and even
use it to live with themselves and even like
it. Without it, there is a black, seared place in
the soul where it used to be.
The Bible is clear about teaching it to those
new in Christ. "We have regard for what is
honorable, not only in the sight of the Lord,
but also in the sight of men." (II Cor. 8:21)
''Whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is right.. .let your mind dwell on these
things." (Phil. 4:8)
Wouldn't it be grand if all people were
honest-if
everyone walked in integrity?
Solomon said "He who walks in integrity
walks securely." (Prov. 10:9) But for the moment we must understand that all men will not.
It is up to the Christian in this world to live on
that higher plane, showing the ~orld what a
joy there is in believing.
David Lusk
Eastwood Bulletin
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SENTENCE SERMONS: "There's
nothing
wrong with having nothing to say-unless you
insist on saying it.''

"Give your time to Improving yourHlt, and
you'll have llttle time left for criticizing others.''

DON'T GET PICKED OFF
Base stealing has become an art. Names
like Maury Wills, Lou Brock and Ricky Henderson are almost synonymous with stealing
bases. Pitchers have a difficult task in trying
to keep these thieves from accomplishing
their tasks. Out of the corner of his eye the
pitcher looks not only at how far the runner is
off the base, but also at the direction in which
the runner is leaning. That is the key-if you
can catch the runner leaning toward second
base you can usually pick him off.
That is also the key to Satan's strategy.
If he can catch us leaning toward the world

he can usually get us. Consider James' words
''but each one is tempted when, by his own
evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.
Then, after desire has conceived, it gives
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown,
gives birth to death. " (James 1:14-15). And
again he says, "You adulterous people, don't
you know that friendship with the world is
hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to
be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of
God. "(James 4:4).
Don't let Satan catch you leaning toward
the world. Put on the whole armor of God and
allow Jesus to be the Lord of your life. Any
division of your allegiance and the devil has
won.
As James says, ''Submit yourselves, then,
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. '' (James 4:7).
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sorrows that strike so many families? Others,
wonderful people, have lost close relatives,
but I haven't. Why me, Lord?
My car broke down, and it cost $400 to get
it fixed-$400 I didn't really have. Why me,
Lord? After all, I've been as good as most
people-in fact, probably better than most.
Why are you treating me this way? Why are
you punishing me?
Then the television set went on the blink,
and so did the dishwasher, and the clothes
dryer, and the lawn mower, and even the iron!
Why me, Lord?
Besides that, why, at my age, should I still
be having financial problems? Why am I not
"set" financially like others I know? Why have
you denied me opportunities for fame and
fortune that you have given others? Why me,
Lord?
•
When I find myself thinking like this, it
sometimes helps for me to ask the same questio~bout other aspects of my life.
Lord, what have I done that's so good that
you should have blessed me with a car, a television set, a clothes dryer, a lawn mower,
and an iron? Why did you give me all these
things anyway? Why me, Lord?
And Lord, why did you permit me to be born
in America, with all its plenty? I could have
been born in poverty-stricken Bangla Desh
instead of in rich America. Why me, Lord?

And Lord, why did you give me the opportunity to become a Christian? Others haven't
had that opportunity; why should I have had
it? Why me, Lord?
And why did you die for me, Lord? I was,
and am, a sinner! Why me, Lord?
When I think of all the ways the Lord has
blessed me, though I don't deserve it, I wonder
how I could possibly complain about the
relatively insignificant things that go wrong in
my life. If I could only learn to count my
blessings ...
Coy Roper
Allen Park, MI

DON'T GIVE UP
A lady In the church who Invited her neighbor
to go to services with her, kept count of the
times the neighbor refused. It came to fortynine. She pleasantly mentioned the count to her
friend as she issued her fiftieth Invitation at the
time of a special meeting. At first the friend
declined again but later called and she said she
would go. "If you are Interested enough In
me to ask me fifty times to go, I will go with you
and see what It Is I Ike." She went out and I lked
what she saw. She returned and she was converted-all
because someone did not give up
too soon.
Jerry Cantrell
Cocoa, FL

And Lord, why did you give me the opportunity to have a job, when many who are as
deserving as I are without work? Why me,
Lord?

Money Will Buy:

And Lord, why did you give me good health?
Others die at my age of heart attacks or are
crippled by accidents or disease. Why should
I escape ill health when otl'ler righteous
people don't? Why me, Lord?

A bed but not sleep; books but not
brains; food but not appetite. Finery
but not beauty; a house but not a home;
medicine but not health; luxuries but
not culture; amusements
but not
happiness; religion but not salvation.

And Lord, why have you spared me from the

via Duncan, OK
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OVERCOMING DEPRESSION
Abraham Lincoln had what biographers
call a ''fear of impending disaster''. He saved
80 letters threatening his life in an envelope
entitled "Assassination".
Winston Churchill
had his "black dog" of depression, as he
called it. And Marilyn Monroe wrote such
verse as "Help .. Help . .I feel life is coming
closer when all I want is to die.''
Depression is real. It is second only to
marital problems in counseling. It is characterized by a sense of meaninglessness, powerlessness, and helplessness. How many times
have we felt those feelings creeping into our
heart after having read the paper, after having
watched the news on TV, or after having a
difficult day?
Depression is not new. Elijah, because of
exhaustion was depressed (I Kings 19:4).
Saul's depression was eased by the therapy
of music (I Sam. 18). And the Psalmist, because of homesickness for the temple, was
depressed (Ps. 42).
Depression is serious. It is important that we
deal with and overcome depression. If left
untreated, depression will spill over into our
DRESS UP YOUR BULLETIN
from BULLETIN DIGEST.

spiritual relationship with God hampering
our effectiveness for him.
The Bible, as it does with all our problems,
has the solution to overcoming depression.
The Psalmist (Ps. 42-43) suggests three
steps. One, soul searching: "Why are you
cast down, 0 my soul?·' (Ps. 42:5). He admits
his depression. He pours out his soul, acknowledges his weakness. We can not overcome
any problem that we will not face. Second,
the Psalmist finds reason to "hope in God"
(Ps. 42:5). If God is in the temple, he is also
in the northern hills where the Jordan finds
its source and the Psalmist finds himself.
We will never overcome any problem if we
doubt the deliverance of the Lord. Third, he
prayed (Ps. 43): "Oh send out thy light and
truth; let them lead me" (V.3). Through
prayer we give God's restorative guidance
a chance to work.
Our depression is not unique. We must face
it, hope in God, and pray about it. Through
God we can handle depression.
David Powell
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DISUSE

Jesus said: "For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. '' (Matthew
13: 12).
The principle the Lord stated here has been paraphrased: "Use it or lose it." This has
been so universally observed that it has become a truism. All of us have observed this principle in the physical realm. A vehicle not used and left out in the weather will rust out.
A field not cultivated will not produce. The human body must have reasonable exercise or it
will become weak and flabby. The man who does not work loses the skill he once possessed.
This principle is also true with spiritual qualities. Have you ever noticed one who is
strong and spiritually becomes weak? This usually produces a comment something like
this: "He sure fooled me; I thought he was strong." The person wasn't deceived as he
thought. The person was strong. As long as he exercised himself in "godliness", he remained strong; but as soon as he ceased to be active, he started losing his strength. One
who does not attend meetings of the church loses his desire to attend. One who neglects
prayer loses the power to pray. One who does not give loses the grace of liberality. In short,
one who bears no fruit must wither. (Mark 11:12-20).
Conversely, spiritual qualities used are improved. Peter said: " ... desire the sincere milk
of the word, that ye may grow thereby. '· (I Peter 2:2). Knowledge is gained through diligence in study. It is retained by use.
The same law applies to the conscience. If one is untrue to his concept of what is right,
he soon loses the sense of what is right. The conscience can be neglected until it has no
feeling. Paul referred to this as having a •'conscience seared with a hot iron. '' (I Timothy
4:2). It has lost its feeling.
Spiritual life is never at a stand still. When our souls are being nourished, our talents
are being put to work and are multiplied. (Matthew 25: 14-20). The reason more people
are not finding satisfaction in the Christian life could be the lack of energy being put into
it. One is happiest when he is growing.
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